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(57) ABSTRACT 

A system for determining and displaying product pricing for 
an item comprises a price checker object for gathering and 
assembling pricing information associated with the item. A 
store price object coupled to the price checker object pro- 
vides an interface between the price checker object and an 
existing store database, and a price object coupled to the 
store price object holds data retrieved from the existing store 
database. A supplementary database coupled to the price 
checker object provides supplementary data associated with 
the item. Further, a formatter object coupled to the price 
checker object and the price object receives as an input the 
data contained in the price object and provides as an output 
a formatted output string. 

14 Claims, 9 Drawing Sheets 
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Detailed Description Text - DETX (9): 

(6) Providing a description of the manufacturer's suggested retail price 
(MSRP) of the item. 

Detailed Description Text - DETX (21): 

In addition, FIG. 2A shows various formats that price information may take. 
Button 32a shows the basic quantity sale price format, in which the price of an 
item is expressed as a number of items for sale at a given price, for example, 
"3/$10.50." Button 32b shows the package quantity discount sale price format, 
which expresses the price in the alternative, for example, "$7.00 each or 2 for 
$1 2.00." Button 32c shows the weight sale price format, which displays the 
price per unit weight, for example, "$1 .99 per oz." Button 32d shows the weight 
quantity sale price format, which displays the price for a given weight 
quantity, for example, "4 pounds for $4.00." Finally, buttons 32e and 32f 
simply show items and their respective sale prices . 

Detailed Description Text - DETX (24): 

FIG. 2D shows the screen 30c that results if a retail customer presses the 
"special pricing" button appearing on the right side of the screen shown in 
FIG. 2C. This screen 30c includes a box 46 showing the normal price, the sale 
price, and the special offer "buy 2 glasses, get 1 free." 

Detailed Description Text - DETX (46): 

The store price object 28 is a COM object providing a translation interface 
that allows the existing store price data to be made available in the common 
price record format. Examination of existing systems have shown that there are 
four primary categories of price: Normal, Sale, Loyalty, and Manufacturer. The 
Normal price is the price normally charged when an item is not on sale. The 
Sale price is the price charged during a sale. The Loyalty price is the price 
charged to a customer who is a member of a loyalty or customer rewards program. 
The Manufacturer's price is the manufacturer's suggested retail price ( MSRP ) 
for the item. In the presently preferred embodiment of the invention, the 
store price object only supplies prices for those categories that are supported 
in the existing store pricing data. 
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